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I finished The Writers Conference by Marian D. Schwartz yesterday. I read everything this author writes. I 

like her style and her characters, and most of all her stories.  This novel is about a yearly writing 

conference which occurs in Western New York each August. I know this area well, as I was brought up 

there. I know how beautiful it is, and the descriptions of the scenery was accurate, and nicely expressed.  

The novel takes place during one of the yearly conferences, after a very thought-provoking prologue. It 

concentrates on a handful of hopeful writers, and also the teachers invited to the conference to instruct 

and criticize the works of the aspiring authors. At first I had trouble keeping the multiple characters 

straight. This can be a drawback when reading on an electronic device, I think. It is so much simpler to 

page back and check where the character was first described in an actual printed book. If I had known, I 

would have bookmarked each place a character was introduced. Eventually I got to know them. 

This book could be considered a "How To" for novice or new writers. There is a lot of valuable information 

in it, about the art of writing, the structure of fiction, the arguments for and against certain types of 

fiction, editing, and getting a work published. Even if you are not a writer, this book is full of interesting 

characters, some quirky, some pretty nasty, and many to identify with and come to love. There are 

multiple subplots interweaved into the story and these are done with ease. It flows. I couldn't wait to get 

back to it. I had a few marathon reading sessions with this one. The ending is particularly poignant. 

I'm giving this book four stars, because I am quite stingy with my five star reviews, but really I think it's 

more than that. 4.5 stars. It is a page-turner, and all the characters are very, very believable and there are 

no slow parts. Every page has a story. I recommend it highly, for writers and those who just want a good 

read. 
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