
The Gordonston Ladies Dog Walking Club (****) 

The novel begins with a very intriguing chapter, a prologue, which is a great hook. Without spoilers, some 

unknown person is about to do something, well, pretty nasty to someone else. Then the book takes off and 

the characters of Carla and Cindy are particularly amusing as they both plot to become attached to the 

neighborhood's latest widower, even before the sad event, the death of one of the club members, has taken 

place. The book goes on to describe more characters that live around the park where everyone walks the 

dog, and they are all interesting, all well-described and all different, such that it was easy to remember a 

fairly large cast.  

About half-way through, I became annoyed at the coincidences --- until I realized, it is a satire. It's meant 

to be exactly the way it is, so I read on, comfortable that the author knew exactly what he was doing. The 

author has woven a complex mix of characters who are either on the side of the hating or the hated. 

Nothing is as it seems. Everyone has a secret. It shifts from person to person, and no one in Gordonston 

has all the facts, only a subset.  It's comedy at its darkest, and most complex.  

This was a very enjoyable read. I couldn't wait to get back to it, and I recommend it to anyone who likes a 

tongue-in-cheek mystery, which could be called a bit bizarre, not the usual, but something quite unique. 

Someone should tell Woody Allen about this book.  
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