
The Crone Club by S. V, Peddle (****) 

The novel begins with several women gathered together for a school reunion, and the 

subsequent club (The Crone Club) which they form, in order to remain in contact. The Crone 

Club demands of its members that each woman have a dream and a challenge, state what each 

is, and take steps to realize both. The premise of the book is to follow a few of the women 

through as they come to realize their potential and reinvent themselves in their sixties. The 

main character, Cass, is the one with the most to gain as she is in an abusive marriage, and has 

given up her hope of playing the piano and performing pieces she has written to an audience. 

The book is somewhat black and white in its characterizations; some are evil and the others are 

good. Susan is evil, Cass and George are good. Cass's husband, Frank, is supremely evil and 

Cass's daughter is too, until much later when she undergoes a character transformation and 

becomes good. Everything seems to happen quickly. The reunion, then George shows up at 

Cass's, the trip to Bambi's, the formation of the club, the separation of Cass from her husband, 

the reunion of George and James. It seemed as if nothing happened in any of the lives of the 

characters until the reunion and then everything happened all at once. I wished for some 

feeling of a long term relationship instead of the closeness that suddenly developed between 

them after forty years when none of them had been in contact with any of the others. Some of 

the plotting seemed convenient; Bambi is rich (the owner of a chain of upscale salons) and can 

afford to hire Cass as a personal assistant after Frank has cut off Cass's funds. Bambi even hires 

Cass's granddaughter, Lucy, after Lucy sides with her grandmother. 

I was drawn to the story and found myself wanting to get back to it to find out what happened 

next. I wanted to applaud Cass whenever she stood up to nasty Frank but I wondered why it 

took her so long to do it. Perhaps because he had recently retired and she was forced to spend 

more time with him and finally realized what a bully he was. I was glad to see her get out of 

that relationship and regain her confidence as a musician and a composer. 

This novel is a good reminder that it's never too late to become what we were meant to be. It's 

a good example of baby boomer literature; that just because we reach our later years doesn't 

mean we are done just yet. We have a lot of living to do, and this book allows us to remember 

that's possible. A good read, with some quirky characters, along with some who are more 

conventional and some who were just plain mean. A good mix! 


