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It's not clear whether this reviewer should even attempt to critique this collection of very smart, 

thought-provoking essays by Wolf DeVoon. I found myself overwhelmed with legalese and not 

retaining a lot of the facts I read, but many of the ideas I did understand, I agree with. Not all, but 

many. 

 

The author makes a number of references to the writings of Ayn Rand, and I have read both 

Atlas Shrugged and coincidentally, The Fountainhead just this past spring. I like Ms. Rand's 

ideas but I'm never sure how they could be implemented, as I am of many Libertarian principles. 

I always worry about the infrastructure. There are certain things for which we, as a society, need 

to share the responsibility. I don't think Mr. DeVoon is explicitly saying that in his essays, that 

we should not pay any taxes, but it's pretty clear he thinks government is a waste of money.   

 

I agree with his views on much. On subjects such as government waste and the ways we have 

conducted wars, he makes a lot of sense. I wondered at times if I detected contradictions. For 

example, in one chapter he walks to an airport, after having an altercation with his wife, while 

living in Ayrshire, Scotland. The author says, "I didn't want anything from anybody, except a plane 

ticket courtesy of the U.S. Government." If we are supposed to campaign for smaller government, 

why do we expect that same government to provide us with a plane ticket back home, just 

because we are a U.S. citizen who, sadly, is in a foreign country without the funds to purchase 

the fare? There may be a valid explanation for this, I'm not sure, because I'm not confident that I 

have the ability to understand everything in the material presented. 

 

I found the writing to be smart and at times, sarcastic and funny. I could tell the author wrote 

what he felt like writing without much worry about what his audience thinks. it's as if he wants to 

put his ideas out there, but realizes the percentage of the population that would actually take the 

time to read them is very small indeed. 

 

These essays were written years ago and I can only imagine what Mr. DeVoon has to say about 

recent events, as we have become even shallower as a nation than we were back in the nineties 

and the first decade of this century. What with the popularity of online dating, reality shows and 

texting while driving (to name a few of the pet peeves that bother this reviewer, as I am sure they 

do Mr. DeVoon), I would expect a few scathing and humorous writings would emerge.  

 

This was a very interesting book. The legalese was intimidating. I'd like to read more of this 

author's work. 
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