
On Thin Ice by Johanna van Zanten (****) 

On Thin Ice is a very interesting collection of stories about one character (Adrienne) which 

take place in the time span of forty years or so. This is always interesting to me, because I 

enjoy baby boomer stories of the sixties and how various authors depict them. 

 

I sensed that the stories might be autobiographical in nature, since the author seemed to 

have an in-depth knowledge of all the subjects. The stories, while not being strictly 

chronological, dealt with a crisis or a phase in Adrienne's life. 

 

In some cases, I hoped for a little more detail. For instance, there is a chapter where 

Adrienne visits a childhood friend and it wasn't clear to me what the relationship between 

them was, just friends or more than that? I thought the character (Hank) could have been 

more developed. Also, the story of Adrienne's marriage had back story about how the 

couple had met but I didn't get a feeling of any real chemistry between them. 

 

The stories about dating after fifty were good reads, although I kept wanting to tell 

Adrienne to get out sooner rather than later, since it seemed pretty clear neither 

relationship had much chance of succeeding. 

 

I liked the variety of topics in the book: past loves, friendship, marriage, divorce, death and 

"mature" dating. The good thing about a collection of short stories is, there isn't the dull 

middle to worry about. Each story was filled with action, and the dialogue was well-written. 

Sometimes, when there is much knowledge to impart to the reader, the "telling" versus 

"showing" comes into play, and I thought there was a lot of that going on in the stories. 

There were a few more clichés than i would have liked, but that is my particular issue and 

may not be of a concern to other readers. 

 

All in all, these are very enjoyable stories. 


