
Goodbye Junie Moon by June Collins 

This is the memoir of a whistle-blower. I always admire people who can do this; take risks 

because they believe in what they are doing, exposing something they feel is just not right. 

This book is the story of one such whistle-blower, who exposed corruption during the 

Vietnam war. The war wasn't bad enough for this country; we lost 50,000 young men, yet 

some didn't want the war to ever end because it was, in effect, a cash cow. A certain group 

made lots of money by organizing and demanding kickbacks for anyone who was part of the 

effort to provide badly-needed entertainment to the soldiers. It ended with a Senate 

investigation in which June played a major part in exposing the corruption. 

 

The book starts with a sex scene, which might be a good hook for some readers and not 

others. I thought it was risky to do that. Actually, it is the most graphic sex scene in the 

book. As such, I thought perhaps readers would be thinking they were getting one sort or a 

reading experience while it turned out not to be the case. But it sets up the story of June's 

plot to expose the corruption, and to do that, she uses her body to get close to one of the 

perpetrators. Turns out this particular guy isn't the worst offender, but he is an offender. 

June comes to care for this man, but still, she has a job to do. 

 

The chapters go back and forth, starting with June's journey from Vietnam to Washington, 

and then back to her childhood. It was a bit like two stories, one chapter from 

childhood/growing up, then one from June's adult life, her experiences after leaving 

Australia to her dancing career in the Philippines, Manila, and throughout Asia and finally 

Viet Nam. I thought that was an interesting structure, rather than the strictly chronological. 

 

It is an honest portrayal of her life. I liked her voice and it is well-written, with one 

exception. I found lots of missing punctuation, which may or may not have been intended. 

It was clear that the writing style is as personal as the story itself. But other than that, I 

found the story of June's experiences very interesting and it was an eye-opener to me, that 

she could live such a dangerous lifestyle. I don't think I could have done that. She was a 

strong person, who believed what she was doing was, in addition to providing a way for her 

to earn a living, helpful to the troops badly in need of some fun. 

 

Anyone interested in the Vietnam war should read this. If you were against the war before, 

I think you'll be even more so after reading. 


