
The Blue Coyote Motel by Dianne Harman 

 

The cover on this novel is perfect. It is an unusual premise, that of a rather mad scientist who 

might have been a Nobel Prize winner if he hadn't strayed from the legalities of his position as a 

research scientist for a drug company, which causes his termination as an employee. He concocts 

a feel-good drug which will drive away all the despair, angst and unhappiness from anyone who 

uses it and tests his creation on a few unsuspecting overnight guests at the Blue Coyote Motel. 

 

This is a multi-faceted story, told from several points of view, including the story of the 

scientist's wife, Maria, who hides an event from the past which haunts her, and the six motel 

guests who were affected by the drug. Maria determines who she thinks could use the drug, 

which guests need help, and their lives are affected from that point on, by the drug, which allows 

all of them to become more creative, more successful. Happier and contented. In some cases, 

lives that move from utter failure to absolute success. Unfortunately, also addicted. 

 

Sometimes, I thought events happened a little too conveniently to be believable. Everything fell 

into place for Maria, the poor Hispanic girl from the barrio, a bit too easily. Everything works 

out for the motel guests too smoothly. But that aside, it is an engaging story that made me want 

to get back to it to discover what would happen next. The author makes use of vehicles that 

attempt to perpetuate the interest in the story such as "Little did they know their new life would 

become a living hell." This sentence was the last in a chapter. It made me think of the 

"omniscient" point of view, that the author is all-knowing. 

 

No matter, this book was engaging. The story was unique and I am always drawn to novels that 

are from multiple points of view. And further, unlikely characters that come together are always 

interesting to me. I enjoyed it. I couldn't wait to get back to it. The story prevailed, despite some 

of the devices used to tell it. Recommended to all readers who enjoy good plot-driven novels. 

 

 


