
Amazing Offers 

 

This is a gem of a book. It takes place in the fifties and the nostalgia of that time, the appliances, 

the cars, the decor of the houses, the TV sets (and especially what was on them), coupled with 

the attitudes of most people during that time was perfect. It's the tale of Blanche and Mervyn, 

Harriet and Harvey, and Errol, Blanche's son. Errol is a disabled boy who doesn't speak quite 

right and has trouble with one of his legs. Errol has no friends. The "kids-who-go-to-school" pick 

on him and so he's forced to form relationships with his imaginary friends who like to roam 

around the jungles of Africa. It's also the story of Harvey's dealings with some shady characters 

and how this liaison causes a collision of events that involves everyone.  

 

It's well-written and funny and the characters quirky and very well-developed. There's Blanche, 

who is a racist and a manipulator and not a good wife or mother. She's consistent and 

delightfully nasty, and has no idea that she has any faults at all. Mervyn is the good guy, who 

plods along wondering if he has done the right thing by tying in with Blanche and Errol. Harriet 

refuses to see that her husband Harvey is a philanderer and Harvey is delightfully dim. When 

Harvey tells Mervyn how he came up with the brilliant idea of using surplus airplane canopies as 

suntan accelerators, he says "...the rest is history. Or anyway, it will be when, you know, it's in 

the past."  

 

The story slips back and forth in time, and I had some trouble with this at first, but later on it 

became quite evident which was the present and which was backstory. Nevertheless, I did think  

that adding breaks between these sections would be helpful in order to keep the reader from 

becoming confused. 

 

The author's wry humor and the characters, as well as all the fifties memories it brings back, 

made this book a pleasant reading experience for me.  

 

 

 


